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May 15, 2008 

Community offers support after fatal fire 
 

Church says it has seen outpouring of aid to help cover funeral costs of mom, 
daughters killed in blaze 
 
By Kevin O'Neal 
kevin.oneal@indystar.com  

A woman and two of her children who died after a Mother's Day house fire will be buried Monday in 
donated coffins. 

Indiana Missionary Baptist Church, of which the victims were members, has asked for donations to help 
the survivors and to cover the victims' funeral costs. The appeal has brought so many offers of help that 
the Northeastside church has had to have volunteers handle the phone calls. 

"They don't stipulate any dollar amount," the Rev. Lanelle Jordan said about the callers. "They just want 
to do something." 

The outpouring of support follows the deaths of Natasha Drake, 28, and her daughters, Lenensha Drake, 
7, and Camary Drake, 10. The children died shortly after Indianapolis firefighters pulled them from a 
burning house in the 3600 block of Hillside Avenue on Sunday morning. Their mother died Tuesday 
evening. 

Drake's son, Elijah Drake, 2, initially was listed in serious condition at Riley Hospital for Children. But no 
updated information is being released, said Gene Ford, spokesman for Clarian Health Partners. 

According to the People's Burn Foundation of Indiana, funeral arrangements for the victims were 
completed Wednesday. Calling will be from 10 a.m. to noon Monday at Indiana Missionary Baptist 
Church, 4160 Millersville Road, with services at noon and interment to follow at Sutherland Park 
Cemetery. 

Lavenia, Smith and Summers Home for Funerals is handling arrangements. 

The church and the foundation are trying to raise money to cover the funeral home's bill. East Central 
Burial Supply, Connersville, has agreed to supply the three caskets, said Shawn Longerich, the burn 
foundation's director. The organization assists fire victims. 

The groups also are trying to find a home for Jacqueline Crawford, 48, mother of Natasha Drake and 
grandmother of the children. 

Crawford and Benjamin Smoots, 46, escaped the fire with minor injuries. She is staying a few blocks from 
Riley Hospital so she can be near her grandson. 

Sunday's fire was the third in Indiana in the past month in which an adult and two children have been 
killed. 

http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080515/LOCAL18/805150513/1195/LOCAL18�


According to statistics provided by the burn foundation, 43 catastrophic multiple-fatality fires have 
occurred in the U.S. this year. Sixty-one adults and 98 children died in those fires. 

James Greeson, state fire marshal, said his office is trying to determine whether there is a pattern to 
these fires in Indiana. 
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Article published May 15, 2008 
Tanning bed ignites small fire at Toscana Park Tiki 
Tan 
 
By SARAH RICE 
WSBT-TV Reporter 
 
MISHAWAKA (WSBT) — Firefighters were called to a tanning salon in Mishawaka this 
morning after a tanning bed started on fire while a woman was trying to use it. 
 
It happened at the Tiki Tan in the Toscana Park shopping center on Gumwood Road 
just north of Indiana 23. 
 
The fire started in a high-pressure tanning bed. The woman who was using the bed at 
the time says she was a little shaken up, but she can laugh about it now. 
 
“I had my goggles on, of course my eyes were closed, and I smelled fire," Desi'ree 
Himes told WSBT News. "I tried to get the fire extinguisher in there and we were trying 
to get it out and stuff and by then trying to get dressed on top of that!” 
 
The fire marshal is at the scene trying to determine the cause. The owner told WSBT 
News it appears the fire may have been caused by a short in the electrical cabinet 
located inside the bed. 
 
Nothing else was damaged and no one was hurt. 
 
The store and several surrounding businesses were evacuated as a precaution. 
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Owner says tanning salon safe, despite 
fire 
by Samuel King (king@wsbt.com) 
Tanning salons no longer have to be inspected before they open. (WSBT photo) 

By Tiffany Griffin 

Story Created: May 15, 2008 at 11:27 AM EDT 

Story Updated: May 19, 2008 at 12:20 AM EDT  

MISHAWAKA — A fire at a tanning salon left one woman a little shaken, but not harmed. It happened Thursday 
morning at the Tiki Tan in Mishawaka. Desiree Himes was in a standing tanning bed when the fire started in the 
cabinet behind her. 
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• Tanning bed ignites small fire at Toscana Park Tiki Tan  

"I had my goggles on, of course my eyes were closed and I smelled fire," Himes told WSBT News. "I tried to get the 
fire extinguisher in there and we were trying to get it out and stuff and by then trying to get dressed on top of that!” 

She managed to get out with the help of employees. 

“Everything the employees did was exceptionally correct,” said Rick DiBari, owner of the salon. “The fire department 
complemented them on their responsiveness and how they did it.” 

DiBari told WSBT News he’s never had a problem with the model of bed that burned. He also said he never any 
complaints filed against his salon in South Bend or the one he owns in Elkhart. He said the salon was inspected 
before it opened. 

But WSBT News has found the rules have changed. 

Salons no longer have to be inspected before they open and state regulators told WSBT News the General Assembly 
went even further. 

http://www.wsbt.com/news/local/18972089.html�
http://www.wsbt.com/inside/team/reporters/1720041.html
javascript:openPopup('%2Fr%3F19%3D950%2632%3D3986%267%3D181031%2640%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wsbt.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252F18972089.html%253Fvideo%253DYHI%2526t%253Da%2641%3DVideo%2BOwner%2Bsays%2Btanning%2Bsalon%2Bsafe%252C%2Bdespite%2Bfire%2618%3D0.6589831612125324','video','scrollbars=yes,width=800,height=630,screenx=15,screeny=15');
http://www.wsbt.com/news/local/18971474.html


"Last year, the legislature repealed the law in which cosmetology salons, barbershops had to be inspected during 
their license tenure, in other words, before they renewed their license,” said Bill Nave, Director of Compliance and 
Investigation for the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency. 

The state can do random inspections, and does investigate complaints. Nave told WSBT News a state inspector will 
look into what happened at Tiki Tan. The state fire marshal is also looking into the cause of the fire. 
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Flood insurance relief plan possible 
BY KEITH BENMAN  
kbenman@nwitimes.com  
219.933.3326 | Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Flood insurance premiums could become a thing of the past for up to 4,500 home and business owners in 
Highland and Hammond by the end of this year. 
 
The Little Calumet River flood control project from Cline Avenue to Northcote Avenue could be complete 
by then and city officials have already begun preparing applications to remove properties from the flood 
plain, according to Dan Gardner, executive director of the Little Calumet River Basin Development 
Commission. 
 
The commission is also ready to move forward with 20 to 30 property condemnations to secure 
easements for levees, Gardner told a meeting of the executive board of the Northwest Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission. In all, the commission has obtained about 1,400 easements for the 10-mile 
project. 
 
No homes or businesses have had to be bought or condemned, Gardner said. Most of the easements are 
thin strips of land running across the backyards of homes. 
 
 
Return to Flooding

http://www.thetimesonline.com/articles/2008/05/15/updates/breaking_news/doc482c7b81bb263880305898.txt�
mailto:kbenman@nwitimes.com


 

 
 
Flood victims' needs assessed 
 
Scott Allen 
Reporter 
 
Long-term relief volunteers hit the ground running this week as they canvassed the areas hit hardest by the flooding 
of early 2008. 
 
Needs assessors from Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) Disaster Response arrived Monday 
and immediately got to work surveying and assessing the current and long-term needs of flood victims. 
 
CRWRC is in the White County area in cooperation with the recently- and locally-formed Disaster Assistance for 
Northwest Indiana (DANI), which was created with the support of over 30 community- and faith-based 
organizations who wanted to help those left in need by the two floods of 2008. 
 
CRWRC consists of volunteers, dubbed "green shirts" for their attire, trained to determine the further needs -and the 
cost of those needs- of disaster victims. The information they will compile by interviewing people either at their 
homes or in local walk-in centers will be used to determine how much funding the area needs and how it should be 
distributed. 
 
By Tuesday, one team of needs assessors had progressed to the Buffalo area, where many homes suffered flood 
damage ranging from minimal to disastrous. 
 
Members of that team were from the Lake County area and included Jim Groen, Helen Mulder and Ron and Chris 
Zigterman, who split into pairs and went door to door along the Tippecanoe. Upon finding an owner at home, the 
green shirts discussed the resident's recovery status from the flood. If no owner was home, they would tape a "green 
sheet" on a door or window that described the purpose of the visit and the locations and times of walk-in centers in 
the area. 
 
"We stopped by 40 homes yesterday and maybe about 35 today," said Zigterman. "Every home, of course, gets the 
green sheet, which encourages people to come in and completely fill out the survey." 
 
"Yesterday, we put over a hundred green sheets on doors," said Groen Tuesday. "We haven't done so many 
interviews, yet." 
 
Groen pointed out that many of the homes they visited were likely secondary homes, or the residents were off at 
work during their daytime visits. But ensuring that they had the information was vital to the operation, he said. 
 
"Sometimes when we find someone home, we give them some green sheets to give to their friends and neighbors," 
said Mulder. "We stress that we're not here to get them (relief money), we're here to glean information to help them 
later." 
 
Not only do the green shirts look to have surveys filled out, they also visit to simply chat and learn all their issues 
resulting from the flood. 
 
"It's been very rewarding," said Zigterman. "The fact that we listen to people and hear their story, and hear them 
out... a lot of these people have their own problems, and you can't really go next door to their neighbor to talk, he's 
got his own problems! 

http://www.thehj.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=32&ArticleID=23593&TM=21829.8�
mailto:sallen@thehj.com


 
"This way, we give them a chance to just let it all out. We're willing to listen to them, we sympathize with them, we 
try to encourage them." 
 
The green shirts, who come from elsewhere in Indiana and beyond, described generally friendly welcomes in the 
flood-stricken areas. 
 
"I'm amazed with the attitude of these people," said Groen. "It's very positive despite of what they've been through." 
Those people included Lynn Peterson, who with her husband Lee lives in Shephard's Park in Buffalo, along the 
river. 
 
Peterson didn't fill out a survey, saying she most of the damage her home suffered had been repaired using funds 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); but she was glad to talk to Mulder and Groen. 
 
"When this first happened, we said we didn't want FEMA (assistance)," said Peterson. "But then our neighbors told 
us to do it because they help." 
 
"The Red Cross was (also) wonderful!" she said. "The volunteer fire department, the sheriff, they were all great!" 
During the first flood, the Petersons had 22 inches of water in their house, and six inches the second time. They 
utilized for Dumpsters to remove the waste from repairing the damage. 
 
"We stayed with a neighbor at first, and then we stayed at Pine View," Peterson said. "They were wonderful, too!" 
"I worry about the people who were worse off, some people lost their homes," said Peterson. "We were lucky!" 
 
"We won't write up a survey, but we're glad you're doing well!" Mulder told Peterson. 
 
Another Shephard's Park resident, John Mentel, elected to fill out a survey. 
 
"FEMA gave us some money," he said. "We still have some work to put in, though. 
 
"(We had to fix) a lot of flooring...I guess anytime it floods the flooring gets bad." 
 
In the Jan. 8 flood, Mentel's house had six or seven inches of water; the second flood missed coming his house by 
one inch. 
 
"The furnace didn't work; the (well) pump didn't work," he said. "I really didn't need (more monetary) help, but (the 
Zigtermans) said I might be able to get some laborers in here to help. 
 
"They were nice people!" 
 
The green shirts will be in the area until May 23, and after completing survey patrols they will man walk-in centers 
to work with people in local communities. More information can be found by calling 877-773-0249 or by e-mailing 
director@daniflood.org 
 
"We just try to extend a hand of love and mercy like Christ showed to us," Ron Zigterman concluded. 
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Flood hazard maps for Vigo released 
TERRE HAUTE Tue, May 20 2008 
 
— Preliminary flood hazard maps for Vigo County have been released by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, according to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and 
county officials.  

When final, the maps will show flood risk throughout the county and determine whether property 
owners, with a federal or federally insured loan, are required to carry flood insurance. The first 
new such documents for the county in 25 years came as the result of FEMA, DNR and the 
county completing an extensive multi-year study of the area’s floodplains using state-of-the-art 
technologies and risk-modeling techniques.  

These flood insurance rate maps identify property as having high, moderate or low flood risk. In 
addition to affecting property owners, FIRMs allow community planners, engineers, permit 
officials, builders and others to determine if, where and how new structures and developments 
should be built.  

The preliminary maps may be viewed at www.floodmaps.IN.gov. You may experience a long 
download time. 

An open house will be conducted from 5 to 8 p.m. June 3 in the Vigo County Council Chambers, 
Vigo County Annex Building, 127 Oak Street, Terre Haute, for those who would like to learn 
more about how this new mapping may affect them. Stations will be set up for property owners 
to review the maps and discuss any concerns with engineers who are knowledgeable with the 
map development process.  

Additional stations will be available during this time for property owners to obtain information 
and discuss any concerns regarding flood insurance or related issues with knowledgeable staff 
from DNR and FEMA. A 90-day public comment period will start at a date to be announced by 
FEMA after the public meeting. During that period, property owners can submit appeals and 
protests. Once the feedback is received and addressed, the maps are expected to be adopted in 
2009, when the new insurance requirements will take effect.  

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.  
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DNR updates county flood hazard maps 
 
Posted: May 16, 2008 05:39 PM EDT  
Updated: May 16, 2008 05:39 PM EDT  

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (WTHI)- An update is being made to areas at risk for flooding in Vigo 
County. 

For the first time in 25 years, the Indiana Department of Natural Resources is updating the 
county's flood hazard maps. 

You can currently view the maps on the DNR's website. 
When complete, the new flood maps will show which areas are more prone to flooding and 
which homeowners may be required to carry flood insurance. 

 
On June 3rd, a public hearing on the proposed maps will take place at the Vigo County Council 
Chambers. 
      
Stations will be set up between 5 and 8 p.m. for folks wishing to get a closer look at these 
maps and how any changes could affect them. 

By: News 10 Staff 
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Friday, May 16, 2008 
 
Local Officials DIscuss FEMA Flood Aid 
 
Tim Robertson 
Staff Writer 
 
Friday, May 16, 2008 
 
 
Elkhart County Emergency Management Director Jennifer Tobey said Elkhart, Kosciusko, Marshall and 
St. Joseph counties have formed a coalition called the Northern Indiana Flood Recovery Operation to 
coordinate recovery efforts after this year's floods. 
 
Tobey said NIFRO can help municipalities within its counties to arrange for volunteer help to count toward 
their 25 percent match. For more information on NIFRO, visit nifro.my-groups.org 
 
Flooding during January, February and March left its mark on houses, fields and other private property in 
Northern Indiana, but it also damaged roads, drainage ditches and other public infrastructure. 
 
Thursday, about 30 officials from municipalities in Kosciusko and surrounding counties gathered at the 
Justice Building in Warsaw to meet with officials from the Federal Emergency Management Agency about 
public assistance for flood recovery. 
 
Thirteen counties were included in a federal declaration for public assistance April 25. State and local 
government entities like counties, towns and schools, along with some not-for-profit organizations, are 
eligible for financial assistance to rebuild public infrastructure and property damaged by the floods. 
 
Thursday, Indiana Public Assistance Officer Rosemary Petersen walked the group through the process of 
applying for and receiving the federal assistance money. 
 
Earlier in the year, U.S. President George W. Bush declared the flooding an emergency, allowing private 
property owners within the flooded region to apply for federal disaster aid. Petersen said, now that federal 
assistance has begun making its way to private citizens, it is time to help the local governments. She said 
Thursday's meeting, called an applicant briefing, is the first step in the process for local municipalities to 
pursue aid money. Next, she said, each entity will schedule its own kick-off meeting. 
 
"Each municipality will work with a FEMA representative on a project worksheet," she said. 
 
Kosciusko County Highway Superintendent Dennis Pletcher attended the meeting. 
 
"Most of the stuff we would have would be roads that were washed out that we're repairing," Pletcher 
said.  
 
Securing FEMA aid money involves a lot of documentation, but it's worth it, Pletcher said, to help alleviate 
expenses to his department. 
 
The FEMA money is distributed in a cost share program in which the federal government reimburses local 

http://www.timesuniononline.com/main.asp?SectionID=2&SubSectionID=224&ArticleID=33107&TM=68801.45�
mailto:trobertson@timesuniononline.com


governments 75 percent of eligible costs on specific projects, and the local government pays 25 percent. 
Petersen said the local match can include donated labor.  
 
Four steps are involved in the process for municipalities to secure public assistance funds. The deadline 
for municipalities to submit requests for public aid is May 25. 
 
For more information, call the FEMA joint field office, 765-771-4500, or the FEMA public assistance task 
force leader at 765-771-4512. 
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State Department recognizes Emergency Medical Services Week   

 

Written by Staff, on 05-19-2008 10:46 
 
Governor Mitch Daniels today declared May 18-24 Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week in Indiana. The EMS 
Commission in conjunction with the Indiana Department of Homeland Security has joined state and local 
governments across the nation in observance of EMS Week to make Hoosiers aware that “Your Life is Our Mission.”
 
Emergency Medical Services Week brings together local communities and medical personnel to publicize safety and 
honor the dedication of those who provide the day-to-day lifesaving services of medicine's "front line."  
 
This year’s theme, “Your Life is Our Mission,” symbolizes the commitment that emergency medical personnel make 
to the communities they serve. The dedication these people possess provides round-the-clock care to communities 
across the nation. 
“What many people fail to realize is that EMS workers put their own lives on the line daily,” said Sherrie Crain, EMS 
Operations Director. “They work around the clock, coming to the rescue regardless of weather conditions or 
holidays.”  
 
The State of Indiana has more than 27,000 certified emergency medical professionals consisting of emergency 
physicians, nurses, and medical technicians, as well as paramedics, firefighters, educators, first responders and 
administrators that are ready to provide lifesaving care to Hoosiers 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Each year 
these EMS providers respond to more than 700,000 requests for emergency medical care. 
 
“We are extremely proud of Hoosier EMS professionals who perform under difficult circumstances every day,” said 
Joe Wainscott, executive director of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS). “Their leadership, self-
sacrifice and courage are an example to us all and we should commend them for their dedication.” 
 
To participate in an EMS event in your county, visit the IDHS website at: http://www.in.gov/dhs. 
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